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Hec eſt veradementia, non cogttare,& ſcire, quod 
mendacia nor dit fallant, 

This indeed is madnes,not to thinkeand know 
| thatlyesdo not long deceaue , 


Permiſſy Superiorum M, DC, X> 


; 


E ARE Syr, hauing 
\ vnderſtoond by one of 
, yours, that both you & 
) other of our friendes 
* there, hauc byn much 
| aa of late with 
fe: Cos 2 newes of the execrable 
ſlaughter of the Great and Potent Mo- 
narch Henry the 1I[I . King of Frame : 
I nothing meruailed , the ſame altonith- 
ment being common to vs hezre , and I 
thinke to all the Chriſtii world . But ha- 
uing further vnderſtood by the reading 
of yours, that there with you , the fame 
{o deteſtable a parricide was imputed 
commoly to Prieſts, or Iefuites, and by 
{ome to the Pope himſelf, but bythe moſt 
part to Catholick Do&rine: for anſwere 


of yours , I ſcent you firſt the Copy of a 


Theogs 


Cation of 


letter ofa principall man , no leile then y,j,;, 
a Connſeller of Fraxce,namely Monſienr this let 
du Wick the Gouernour of Cales his bro- ters 
ther , writte by his own hand toa friend 
of his 1n Ttaly , which T my felfe turned 
into Englith, word for word , as ut was 
{at 
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ſet downe by him 1n French z where he 
writeth, that the miſerable wretch that 
Killed the ſayd King,attrmed that neuer 
any man per{waded him to that enter- 
prize of his : the which ( ſayth he) we 
all belieued , becauſe 1n all his examina- 
tions , & interrogations , euen vnrill he 
was put to death , he perſcuered ſtill c6- 
ſtant in the {ame aſſertion . 

Beſides I certified you of a certayne 
Booke which was written heere 1n Italy 
in anſwer of our Kings Booke about the 
Oath, which being preſented to his Ho- 
lines, as 1t 15 ſayd , was not permitted to 
be printed , becauſe of a raſh aſſertion 
therin contayned about the queſtion of 
killing of Kings . For which caule the 
Authour therot ſeeking to print his ſayd 
booke in Germapy , was through the pru- 
dency (as 1 vnderitad) chiefly of an En- 
gliſh Gentlemi remaining 1n thoſe parts, 
forbidden likewiſe there to print it. 

But things which fince haue hapned, 
hauz made melefle to meruaile,thar there 
with you {uch things were ſpread;when 
a> 
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as in Frace,yea in Pars itſelfe in themide 
deſt of ſo Noble and Catholike a Citty, 
in the eyes & cares of the that knew the 
contrary, and in the cleare ſhining l1ghe 
of the truth it ſelfe, the comon enemy of 
truth hath had ſo much power, asto find 
ſome impudent inſtrumers,to affirme 8& 
publickly to preach the ſame calumnie, 

But truly was it ſayd, Fortior e#t omniit Ve- = le- 
ritas , & vincit : Truth 1s ſtrongeſt of all EE 
things, and will ouercome at length : al- ly flaun« 
though for a while by ſome violence it ***% 
may remaine oppreſſed,or diſguiſed. For 
ſoeuen now in Fraxce, in the ſayd Citt 

of Paris, it is come to paſſe, that Teſuites 

which were 11 part, although far of , ca« 
laniated about that matter , being after- 

wards heard, and the truth knowne, not 

only haue byn juſtified & deluered fro 

ſuch a falſe & inwrious ſlander : but alſo 
honoured & eſteemed more the before , 

as moſt louing & loyall ſubiets to that 

Noble Monarch, which had beene in his 
life time alwaies ſo louing & aftetionat 
towards the, as all the world knoweth 2 
| A 3 And 
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And who at the yery inſtat of ſo vnwor- 
thy a calumniation , imployed thelſclues 
to honour the ſame King , as their moſt 
deareFather,in triſporting with great ſo- 
lJenity his own hart, bequeathed to the by 


himſelf in his life time , & deliuered the 


after his death by comandmet of che Q, | 


Mother, Regent of Frace,to the Noble V- 
nimerlity de la Fleſche , built for thelelues 
of late years by the ſaid King of glorious 
Memory . And becauſe I haue by good 
hap gotre the ſight of a liteleTreaniſe wri- 
ten in the Frech rongue, expreſly 1n Co= 
furatio of the falſity, begs to be ſpread in 
Pars ,againſt theIeſnits,the w® allo doth 
fully anſwere to the like calanious oppo= 
{1t16s ,8 falſe obieti6s ſpread abroad by 
the treachery of the common enemy of 
truth there 1n your parts:I thought i ne- 
ceſlary to rurne it into the Engliſh togue, 
that ſoche truchmay there alſo be known 
to the honor & glory of the author of all 
truth, & cofort,notonly of cheinocer, but 
alſo of al the,cthar with true charity defirs 
toknow the truth, & maintaine the fame; 


A LET: 


: 
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A LETTER DECLARA- 


TORT OF THE COMMON 
Dottrine of the Fathers of the Soctety of Telus , 
conforme to the Decrezs of the Cocell of Con- 
ſtance : //ritten to the Queene , Mother of the 
F King, Regent in France. By Father Peter Coton 
k of the ſame Society , bis Mateſties ordinary Pred- 
cher at Paris. 1610. 


I / Be GoD ordained in the 

; LS) old Teſtament that che 

//o1 AN? kidd ſhould not be bois 

led in the milke of his 

5 . damme, to ſignify, as 

Philo the Iew doth ex- 

pound it, that one which is already af 

* MAicted, is no more to be oppreſſed with 
” new afiliction. 

According tothe which rule, deriued 

from nature it (clfe , thoſe of our Socicty 

did hope, that with this dolefu!l accident, 

the terrour wherof hath ſhaken the twa 

/ polesofthe Chriſtian world, they mighe 

1 hauchadatleaſt their breath free ro ſigh , 

+ Aafterthcir incoparable loſe: A loſſe, which 

| Isa5narticulcrtothem as g:neralland c0- 

A oy MOR 


$ 
mon to all. But it hath happened to them 


a3to men which find themſelues ynder the. 


Tuineofa houſe, where one {tone doth not 

expcct the other to couer and oucrwhelme 

them, ypon whome it falleth . We were 

both in mind & body occupied about the 

tranſporting of that precious gage, and re- 

markable pledge , which it hath plcaſcd 

your Matcſtieby the hands of the Prince of 

Conty, to -giue conſigned vnto vs , and to 

the which the Chiefe Lords of France ren- 

dred the laſt honours: when fome no wel- 

willers of the Catholike Religion, and of 

the of our profeſſion, to hers. vs infamy, 

and to make their gaine of our abſence, 

ſpread abroad certaine rumors, ſofarre from 

all likelihood and probability , thata man 

would neuer haue thought , that ſuch ca- 

Iumnies could euer,cucn in any mad mood, 

enterinto the thought ofa reſonable ſoule, 

A!l this began by the occaſion of a 

 ,._navghtybooke, the doctrine wherof hath 

Moit#2 yn rightfully condemned by the Court of 

__ op Parliament; ſome mainrayning, that the 
10N (0- , v £ 

gdemneg Jorinenf the Booke was the common do- 

Þy all s- rine of all Teſuitc; others, that the doctrine 

ther as (5 nroper to his Author, that many of 

writers the ſame Society had written the contrary, 

ofthe and alrogeather had condemned it ſome 

SOGty, yearcs ago in the body of a Prouinciall 

Congree 


d 
4 
; 
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Congregation! the which controuerſy men 
without paſſion did ſtraight determine, co- 
cluding that this would be knowne by diſ- 
auowing therof, and therefore that it was 
tobecxpected what we would ſay therin. 
Wherupon I my (elfe hauing beene named 
particulerly , haue taken occaſion at this 
preſent to takepen in hand, briefly to re- 
preſent ynto You(Madame) as to Her, who 
1s {ingulerly affectioned tothe true Religt- 
on , molt intereſſed in the good of this 
whole State, and the moſt aſſured refuge 
that innocencie can haue, that which the 
Docors of our Society haue written ypont 
thisſubiet. Knowing that nether thegreat- 
nes of buſizes would eaſily permit you of 
yourſelfe to ſeeke them out, nor theſmall af- 
fetion which backbirers do beare vnto vsy 
would permit them to make you the true 
report . 
And after that , I will ſthew with the 


2ndthe 
Court 
Par- 
lament - 
in Prace! 


ſame breuity, what is the common ſenſe The Aus 


and opinion of our Society, ſpread throug 
the whole world , touching the matter 
wherof we ſpeake: Laying fora groundof 
all, ſuch verity as cannot be called into 
doubr, nonot by them which may be fond 
moſt hatefull and enuious of this floriſhing 
Crowne. I m-ane that the matter which 
was debatcd in the Councell of Conſtance, 6c 

TD which 


h thors wa 


intentiGe 


10 
which afterward hath beenedeclared more 
at large by the Catholick Doctors, touching 
the expulſion of Tyrants, doth not at all 
touch the happy, renowned , and molt ho- 
norable memory of him, of whome now 
we bewaile the death ; his lite hauing byn 
as farre from all blame of Tyranny, as 
It hath bcene, and ſhalbe alwaics to all the 
Monarches of the Earth', a modcll of piety, 
zaltice, clemency , valour, bcnignity, and 
fathcrly aftection towards his ſubiects. 

Firltotal preſcnteth himſclfe themoſt 
Hluſtrious Cardinall Tolet, a man of rarc 
learning, Spanith by nation, and French 
by affection , who in the 5. booke and 6. 
chapter of his Summe, teacherh in expreſle 
tearmes, That, itisnot lawfulto attempt 
any thing againſt the life of a Prince, all- 
though he abulc his Princely power : ad- 
ding therunto that to maintaine the contra- 
rie,1s an hereticall docrinc, condemned by 
the Councell of Conſtance. 

The moſt Iifultrious and moſt Iear- 
ned Cardinall Bellarm:ne, anſwering to the 
very ſame obicction in the thirteenth chaps 
ter of his Apologictoa Booke of the king 
of Great Britany , {peaketh thus : I haue 
necuer read,nor heard it (ayd , that euerla- 
ſting life hath beene promiſed to them that 
attcmpt againſt the life of kings : but rather 
to 


it 
tothe contrary I haue read, that this prope» 
ſition, Euery Tyrant may, and ought lawfully to be 
killed, was long ſince condened 1n the fifteth 
ſellion of the Councell of Conſtance . True it 
1s,that Tohn VY#«klffe an Engliſhma whome 
the Proteitantes doc ſo much eſteeme, and 
haue put forth his prayſcs in the fore-front 
.ot their H iRorics,tonghs, That no temporal, 
Dor Eccleſiaſticail Prince retayneth any lon- 
.ger bis power and authority , after he is 
fallen into any mortall fin: the which error 
of his,the ſayd Councell condemned in the 
cight ſcſſion. 


Gregorre of Valentia , a man of eminent Valztia, 


learning , as is manifeſt by the publique 
teſtimony of Italy , Spayne , and Germanie, 
writing vpon the ſixtie foure Queſtion ot 
the ſecond Part of $. Thomas, and confor- 
ming himſelfe therin to the docrine of 0+ 
ther Schoole-Deuines, determineth, in no 
wile to be lawfull to attempt againſt' the 


life of the Prince, although he abuſe his 
authority. 


Alſonſus Salmeron in the thirteenth Tome SalmerJ 


of his workes, expounding the thirteenth 
Chapter of the Epiltle to the Romans, affire 
meth the ſame, citing the Councell of Con- 
ſtance, and refcrreth the fact of Aid, againſt 
Eglon King of the Moabites, to the expreſſe & 
maniſcit commandement of God, —__ 
. 9] 
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12 
of no man ought tobe indge in his owne 
caulc. 
Martin del-Rio, a famous man likewiſe 
In all kind of learning , in his Commenta- 
ries ypon Hercules Furens of Seneca, the 920. 
number, ſayth; That, that ſaying of the 
Poet is dangerous:and there alleageth to the 
contrary, thedecrec of the Councell of C7- 


flance, which decree vpon this ſubic can- 


not to often be inculcated, repeated and dee 
clared to the People . 

Sebaſttan Heiſſsin his Apologeticall de- 
claration of the Aphoriſmes attributed to 
the doQrineof leſuites, ſheweth by Mari- 
ana's owne wordes , that he hath ſpoken 
-out of his owne opinion, And he himſelfe 
perccauing that he didexceed the Timirs of 


the common dodtine, acknowledged his 


doqtrine to beſubic& to errour, and ſub- 
mitted himſclfe to the cenſure of whome 
ſocuer. And by and by after he ſctteth down 
his owne, andthe common opinions of all 
Deuines of our Society , the which he op- 
poſeth againſt the opinion of the ſayd Ma- 
14114 « 

Martin Becanus in the anſwere to the 
ninth Aphoriſme, remitteth the Reader to 
the Councell of Conſtance , ſhewing that the 
Jawfull Princclooſeth not his ſuperiority, 


although he become a Tyrant, 
E L ame! 
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Lanes Gretſer Reader of Deuinity at ſnyel- 


flad, in his Booke intituled Veſpertaho Hererj- 


co- politic? anſwering to theobicCtios which 
were made him out of the opinion of Marj- 
aa, faith with Heiſius, That the common 
opinion is to be followed, leauing that of 
Mariana, Which he himſclfe lubmicteth to 
other men. 

Leonard Leſſius Reader of Deuinityat Lo- 
Kamne, in the nunth Chapter & fourth doubr 
of his ſecond booke de Inftitia & Ine, affir- 
mcth likewile, according to the common 
ſentence, T hat it is not lawtull to enter- 
prizc againlt the perſon of the Prince, al= 
though he ſhould abuſe his —_— 
grounding his laying vpon that aduertiſe- 
ment ofthe Prince of the Apoſtles : Sernants 
be {ubieft ro your maiſiers , and not only to them 
wlach be gaod and modeſt , but alſo to the froward 


 andill corautoned . And after that he alledgeth 


the decree of the Councecll before mcntio» 
ncd. 


Gretſer] 


Leu. 


Nicolas Serarius writing vpon the thir- Cerarius 


teenth chapter of the booke of Indges, in 

his tirſt queltion, doth ſhew that the tact of 

4od cannor, nor ought to [crue the dereſta- 

ble Afſaſſines, parricides, and murtherers 

of thcir kings, tor thcir defence or exam= 
le. 


lou Azor in the {cond paxtofhis mo- Azor, 


gall 


Riche- 
OINC » 
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rall inſtitutions, the elenenth booke, fifth 
Clapter, and tenth queltion, doth ſhew him 
{cit yct a more rigorous cnemic of the bould 
and lacriiegious entcrprizes of them who 
attempt againit the lie of their Princes : 
where he tcaCheth,thar it 15 not lawtul to- 
g0 about to kil,no not the who ſhould haue 
Vaiuitlc inuaded any ttate : grounding his 
doctrine chitely ypon this , that no man 
ought to be condened betore he be heard , & 
without diſcullioof his caute,ot the which 
noe particuler man can be a copetet [udge . 
As tor Lewts Richeome, his Apologic makes 
peretory proote of the irrecoctliabie hatred 
which he bearcth tothe doctrine of them, 
that teach againſt the authoritie of kings:in 
{ſo much that the L.Paſquier himſelfe a Criti- 
call Ccnſurer of his works, hawing repeated 
his wordes in his third booke, and fifth 
chapter, praiſcth him, and ſayth, he cannot 
bur loue him , adding theſe words : Tet I 
muſt needs honour thee ſemmg thee ſo to parnt the Idea 
of obedience of a ſubiett towards bis King. Apraite 
which he might haue giuen ro many others 
of the lame Society, who bauing examt- 
ned this matter with $8. Thomas , and all the 
Schooledeuines, do all concjude confor- 
mably to the Sorbones, and to the Decree of 

the Counccll of Conſtance . 
Theſe then being the opinions and the 
4 E410 dcter- 
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determinationsoftheſc doors, graue, and 

principall mcn of our Society ; what pre- 

zudicc can the particulcr opinion of one 

Mariana bring to the reputation of a Whole 

Order ? the which bcing,according to the 

Inſtitute, moſt carefull co maintaincall holy 

ordinancesof the Church , and bearing re- 

{pc ro the power and authority of Kings, 

who for the temporal,depend on God only, 

hath long time fince dilauowed the light- 

neſle of this rouing pen: and namely in 

the Prouincial Congregation of France, held 

inthe Citty of Paris the yearc 1606. where —_— 

more then this, the Reucrend Father Clau- hy —_ 

dius Aquautua General of our Society,was Ie= yaria- 

quelted , that thoſe who had written in na con- 

r_ of the Crowne of France , ſhould demned 
c repreſſed, and their bookes ſuppreſicd . ina Co- 

Which the ſayd Renercnd Father did after- gr<33ud 

ward yery carneltly and exactly , being * ** 

moſt fory that by ouer-light, he being ab- _— 

ſent and knowing nothing, nor having — 

ſccnethe workes, one ſhould yſe therin his jjked by 

conſent: the words which he vſcth in his the Ge- 

anſwereare theſe , 7Ye bane approued your Con- nerall of 

gregations tudgment, and carefulnes , and hane byn the ſame 

yery ſory, that no body perceaued the fault , yntillthe 0! dere 

bookes were printed : the which norunthſt anding we 

baue preſently commanded to be corretted, & will yſe 

great careherafter , that ſuch things happen no more: 

Aud 
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And fo it is,that now you ſhould (carce 
hauc found lo much as one copy of Mariana, 
itit had not becne for the pernicious li- 
berality of che heyres ot VVechell, who arc 
knowne to be ot the pretended reformed 
Religion , and hauc printed the lame booke 
at their owne coltes and charges: moucd 
not{o much, as it is to be prelumed, with 
defire to lerue the publique, as to hurt in 
particuler our Society. Some hauc thought 
that they haue added lomiewhat of thcir 
owne, others haue judged that the bookes 
of the firſt impretſion were yet worſe, but 
this controucrly ſcrues ro no purpoſe; for 
alchough it were ſo, and that no body had 
holpen che firlt ſo imprudcht pen , yet is 
there no caule, why that one mans pen 
ſhould morc hurt the body ot our Society, 
then the writings of Toby Petite , and others 
his like, ſhould hurt the Vniuerſitics and 
Orders of which they were Schollers, Ba« 
chelcrs, Mailters, and Doctors. 

But, Madame , (ceing that 1 haue heere a- 
bouc promiſed to expound cleariy and di- 
ſtin&ly , what is our optni0n touching the 
queltion we bhaue prepulcd : now I come to 
It, which ſhalbe tic {ccond art or this dils 
courlc . y 
1, All the Icſuites generally and partt= 


culgr ly Willconticmc,cucn WAth ther own 
| bloud 
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bloud, that they haue not in this matter, ot Thop6; 
any other, any bclictc, doctrine, or opini- nerallo- 
on, then that of the Catholike Church. pinion 
2. That amongſt all ſorts of gouerne- of Ie- 
| ment and publicke adminiltration the Mo- {vites 
narchie is the belt. yr 
That ſuch is the ſpirituall gouernmet Rn 
of the Church, which is vnder the Vicar of | 
Icfus Chrilt ſucccfor of S. Peter: ſuch is the 
temporall goucrnment of the State and 
Realme of France, which dependeth of the 
crlon of the King our Soucraigne Lord 
and Mailter. 
That the Kinges are, as Homer calleth 
them, the children and foſters of God,or ra= 
ehcrhis own liucly Images as layd. Menander? 
That they arc annointcd , and therfore 
called the Chrilts of our Lord, to the 
end ( as ſayth Simeon the Archbiſhop of Theſ< 
ſalomea ) that cucry one may ynderitand that 
they be inuiolable,and ſhould be reſpeted 
as holy and ſacred things. 
6. Thatitisadamnable hereſy, as holy _ 
Ireneus noteth 1400; yeares agoc to thinke 74H, _ 
that Kings are giuen to men caſually : ſec. **5&+ 24s 
 ingthat all power comes of God, and ther- 
 foreſayth S. Ifidore of Damteta, in the moſt 
{ ancient pictures weſce a hand put out of 
heaucn,which ſetteth the Crowne vpo the 


head of Kings. 
7+ That 


Ror, x}. 
Jo 
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7. That he which rcſiſteth kinges or re- 
belleth againſt them , purchaſeth to him 
ſelfe his owne damnation,according tothe 
doctrine of the Apoſtle, 

0. Thatobedicnce is due ynto them, not 
for that they are vertuous, wile,potet,or in- 
ducd with any other laudable qualitic, but 
becaule they arc Kings,cltabliſhed by God 
himlclſe, 

9. ThatourKingsof France arcthecldeſt 
children of the Church , enioying rare and 
iingular priuiledges , aboue the commony 
of other Kinges of the world. 

ro. Thacit isnot lawfull to denie tothe 
obedience, & much lefſe to reuolt againſt 
them, although they were vicious, froward, 
hard to ſuport,as the ſame Apoſtleſpeaketh, 
t1.' Thatbcing ſuch , we ought to pray for 
them as theProphet would haue tobedone 
for the proſperity of Nabuchodonoſor, and his 
ſonneBaltazar,& that the aMictions,lofle of 
goodes, perſecutions, and other incommo= 
dities which arc endurcd patiently , Not re= 


belling thereforeagainſt their Superiours, 
arethings very acceptable to God, & cone 
forme to the praiſe which in like caſe S.Paul 
giucth to the Hebrews, and to that ordinace 
w<h he hath publiſhed in the Church, lay 
1p:Euery foule be ſubte to the Supertour powers, 
12, 


And thertore that not onely it , nor 
ELANG CLNESTG hoo ran 
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lawfull tolay hands vpon theirPerſons,but. 
that it is an execrable parricide , a prodi= 
7 gioustreſpaſle, and a dcteltable lacrifedge. 
13- That the decrce of the Councell of 
_ Conſtance in the 15. Selſion ought to be rc= 
ccaucd of all and maintayned inuiolably. 
14. That the declaration of the Sorbon of 
the year 1413.& thatalſo of the 4.of Tune of 
this preſet ycarc 1s good, whollome & holy. 
15. Thatcuery one thould ſtand ypon his 
guard,and take heed of divers bookes that 
arc {pread abroad,contrary to theLawes,the 
reading of the which is not onely in this 
matter very dangerous, but ſo much the 
more to beteared, byhow much the Authors 
of them being to our great gricte ſeparated 
from the Catholike Church, make no ac=- 
compt neyther of the Councell of Conſtance, 
nor of the Catholjke Cenſures and Doctors 
aboue mentioned, yea rather (Which isto 
be lamented) they are the more obſtinate in 
their opinions by oppoling themſciucs,and 
thereby they thinke to get the greater 
praiſe and admiration from others. 

I would cite bookes , quote the places, The pi: 
andalleadge the words, wereirt not thar jt ous in- 
1s farre better that ſuch thinges remaine tentio of —— 
{wallowed in the bottomleſle pit of forger- **© Aus 
fulnes, andthat it is moreto the purpole tv _ 
make knovne , that innogency is far ſtron- 
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ger then recrimination, 

And for the ſame cauſe alſo I would 
hauc abliaincd altogeather trom this aducr= 
tilment, had it not veene to thew thereby, 
thar the body of our Society cannot be in- 
tected by the opinion of one only perſon, 
the which hath becne fo authentically dif- 
anowed by theſame: no more then thoſe 
of the pretended retormed Religion doe nog 
hould themliclues any whit intercfſed by 
the erroncous Doctrine of fome of theirs, 
whome they reicct , difauow , and con- 
demne; being willing to line with vs yn- 
der the Lawesof our Realme, and with the 
obcdicnceand voluntary ſubmiflion which 
wedo render to the Scepter ot our Kinges; 
perſwading my fclfe, that »f they had the 
pen in hand which I hauc , they would 
fpcake with vs &thiider out Anathema,with 
one common yoice againſt thoſe infamous 
Authors. Which being maturcly and wiſc- 
ly conſidered, as wellby the Court of Par- 
liament, as by the ſacred Colledge of Sorboy, 
they haue not made any mention in their 
arrclt and decrees ofthe Doctrine of Ieſuits, 
knowing very well as iuſt indges and Do- 
&ors, that faultes ate perſonall, and that 
there would be no innocency in the world, 
if the taultof one were imputcd to another: 
and that this hach bcencalamentableand 
Il» 
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incommunicable property of the ſinne 


w hich the firſt man commirted to haue byn 
extended ypon others, becaulc his poltcrity 
was repreſented in his perſon,knowing allo 
on the other fide by the frequent depoliti- 
on of the malctfacor, that Mariana had not 
in anything holpen to this cxecrable parrt- 
cide, nor could help, conſidering the male- 
factour had not ſufficient knowledge of the 
tongue in which his booke was written, 
W herein is diſcoucred the yncharitablein- 
tentio of thoſe which ſpread abroad that he 
knew all the booke by hart,thereby to caſt 
the publique hatred of all this miſcheete 
ypon others,then vpon the guilty. 

This is it, Madame, wherein we do moſt 
humbly beſcech you to imploy your Souc= 
raigne authority, and to: ordaine that all 
thole writings, Which are in their begin» 
ning matchesto kindle rebellion and with- 
in few howers become fircbrads of leditio, 
be taken away from betore the cyes of the 
French : you are our Soucraigne Lady en- 
dowed of God with high vaderſtanding,8 
with {uch vertue as you haue but few your 
equals, who doth ſec clearcly of what im- 
portance it is,that we liue all ynited, it not 
in one faith ( ſuch being theſe iniurious 
times ) at leaſt in fidelity, obedience , and 
mutuall affeRtion,to the conſeruation of 
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= Wc hauea King which doth repre- 


ent ynto ys in his yongape,the wit & ub. 
ſtance of the great Henry his Father your 
Huſband , and the which with the increaſe 
of yeares Will have if it pleaſe God to con- 
tinue ypon him his bznigne influences) his 
valour,his prudence, his happines,$& his ex- 
perience : it pertayneth to ys to cucriſh this 
treaſure;to ſerue with al our hartsthis great 
& litle Maiſter ; to obcy willingly You his 
moſt worthy Mother, our Regent , & Mi- 
ſtreſſe, Andto the end that nothing do trou 
ble theynion which only after God can 
conſerue this potent Monarchic,and make 
itallwayes dreadfull to her enemies ; how 
much were it to be deſired, Madame, that 
Nonecould perceiue among(t vs any back- 
bytings, that the impoſtures were baniſhed, 
and the impoſtors receyued their recom- 
pencedueto their calumnie ; that hatreds 
were rooted out , and when any finiſter re- 
port is made , that each one ſufpended 
his iudgement: and ina word, according 
to the confaile of the Apoltle, thatall mains 
taync inuiolably the band of Charity. 

The Otacouſtes & Profagogides of this 
time are orcatly to be feared : men know al- 
ſo that your Maicſtic would willingly haue 
ſuch rongues receiuetheir recompence, of 
the anciet Quadruplators : butif at 
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it not of me, they mult cxpeRit of theineui- 
table iuſtice of him,that is the author,prote- 
cor, 8& at length remunerator of Innocency. 


Our little Society is amongſt, and a- The $98 
bouc all thercligious families, the moſt ex- ciety 
poſcd to the hatred and calumny of them moſtex- 


that will not take the paine to know it;you 
know Madame how often thelate King our 
good Mailtcr hath fauourably defended it: 
& made it reſpe&ted. You ca beare witneſle, 
and none better then you , that whereſocuer 
was that great Prince,there had we a King, 
a Father, and a Protector : but alas he 1s 
here no more, that great Henry hath beene 


violently taken away from vs. 


Oh France, thecye of Chriſtendome, 


theroleof Empyres,the pearle of the world, AnA 
how great is this thy lofſe ? how horrible is trop 


oled ta 
atred. 


1 
e 


this thy ſhipwracke ? France the fauorite of ©2 Frace, 


heauen,the wellbeloued of God , who hath 
taken from thee the mantleof glorie, which 
did couer thee ? the Crowne of honour 
which ſtood ſo high ouer thy head 2 
Who hath ſo ( oh choſen of God ) who 
hath ſo afflicted thee? But thou our poore 
Socicty which dideſt not (ubſilt but by the 
benefit of that Monarch , who hath made 
thee ſo deſolate? Who hath abaſed thee ſo la- 
mentably ? who hath ouerwhelmed thee (o 
mulccably? The miſchicte is como toal,but 
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It isin ſinguler manner proper to thee, The 


blow hath itrooken the whole bodic of the | 


kingdome , but it wounded thee almoſt to 
death : oh how true is it, 8& how ſelibly dott 
thou feelc it, that the ſorrow that can be ex- 
preſſed is not to be called ſorrow , and [ 
which write theſe things, how juſt cauſe 
hauel , yea more then any other to let my 
ſclferun into the accents of a doleful yoyce, 
& to lay , farewell the wonder of Kings z 
farewel the ornament of the world,our ioy, 
our glory, our honour;tarwel the Father of 
the comonwealth,the reſtorcr of the State, 
the ſ{ecod founder & chiete benefactor of our 
Society, farewellmy King, my Prince, 
my defeder , you had giue vs in this vale of 
miſcries the repoſe that here could be had: 
reſt you then in peace and remaine for ceucr 
amonglt thelilies and the roſes, free from 
the thorniecare and lolicitude of this Mo- 
narchic ; enioy happily not carth but hea- 

uen : here you haue beene the moſt eminent 
ſubic& of the fauour of god, be now there 
aboue,and for cuer the obice of his mer- 
cyes ; the Lawrcils of this baſe earth were 
to much ſubiet to withering, your head 
' expected others more freſh and fAlouri- 
ſhing:the vidtorics, the triumphes, the Em- 
pyres, which pertained to you here beneth, 
Were to be chaged into a gloric much more 
CIMmMI- 
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eminent; live then for euer enioying that 
poſſeſſion ſo much defired : your happi- 
neſſe will make vs breath, your abſence wil 
make ys ſigh, & the place where we cſteeme 
you to be, will make vs ſecke after you : for 
relying ypon the mercie of God,the wofull 
circumltances of your deceaſc hauc not de- 
priued ys of the hope to ſee you againe in 
the ſhining ſplendor of one common day, 
where we ſhall find the principall himſefe 
and all the circumſtances of this wofull di- 
uorce of ours :and during the irckeſomenes 
of this expectation, you, Madame,with the 
King hislinely image wil wipe away ſome 
part ofour tearcs , we will acknowledge 
hisperſon in your perſons, his Crowne 1a 
your Crownes, his Kingly authority in 
yours;and although all your Subie&s be 
obliged thereunto by all ſort of dutie, our 
Society being therto boud extraordinarily 
hath giue mecharge to preſent before your 
Maieſty the moſt ſincere vowes of her fideli- 
tic, and the moſt aftetioned offers of her 
moſt humble ſeruice, the which {Madame) L 
doc as willingly,as I can with ſinguler affe- 


fon. 


Your Maieſties moſt humble Seruant , moſt 
obedtent,and moſt faubfull Sulted, 
 PEerTer Corox ofthe 

Socicty of Igsys, 
wha BY 


26 | 
Y this letter is ſufficiently Iayd 


B open to the eyes of the whole 
world, the iniquity of all thoſe, 
that now a dayes are ſo defirous to find 
ſome kind of fault or ſuſpicion thereof 
in fome.one leſuite or freind of theirs , 
therby to traduce & calumniate the bo- 
dy of the whole Order,although other- 
wiſe innocent and wholy deteſting the 
ſame, as if the will of the whole Order 
were 919-008 in the perſon of each 


one of them , no leſle then,in the perſon 


of Adam only , was repreſented all mi- 


kind. The abſurdity whereof is ſo ma- 
nifeſt that it requireth not any further 
explication : for ſo ſcarce any commu- 
nity , linage , or ancient familie ſhould 
now be found in Fxelaxd , or France, or 
any Countrey whatſoeuer which hath 
not often beene ruined by one crime or 
other, of true or falſe imputation , to 
ſome one of their body , contrary to that 
indgement of God : Filins now portabit 
gniquitatem patris;C anima que peccauerit 
gſamorietur, 

This 
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This only was ſufficient in that Ca-- 


tholike Countrey, aot only to dilcouer God 


the malignity and iniuſtice of ſuch far- 


: rurne 
fetcht accuſations , but allo to obtayne his nz- 
for {atisfaRtion of ſo publike an 1nturie der rai- 
publike fauour of the Prince, and lone led aga 


of the pzople, with whole great applauſe 


the ſayd Ieſuits are now by eſpecial grace to the 
incorporated into the body of the Vni- Þ*& 


uerſitie of Paris , and begin to open their 
Schooles , which may be accounted a ve- 
ry inſt remuneration : ſeeing their firſt 
leauing of teaching came by a like fact 
of one mi impured to their wholeOrder; 
although the ſame man was notſo much 
as of their Order , nor then, any of their 
{chollers , bur one that before 1n his life 
time had only frequenred their (chooles , 
chiefly becauſe that it was found , that 
not only they deferued not any ſuchim- 
putation for any fa or fault of theirs; 
but contrariwiſ2 for their great afteQti6 
and ſeruice, which alwayes they ſhewed 
towards theirKing and Countrey,deſer- 
ved all contrary commendations and fa- 
uour 


o$ 


uour : for that alſo: beſides their houſe | 
wherein they dwelt before , beſides the | 


Colledg in which they began againe to 
mk haue begun to build the third 
houſe for their Nouitiate , and that nor 
only by the Princes graunt, permitting 
the ſame , but alſo with his owne libera- 
Iity allowing for the charges therof. This 
15 the nature of vertue, the more to in- 
creaſe & flouriſh , the more it 1s reſiſted 
and kept downe. 

Wherin it 15 to be obſerued , that al- 
though for defence of the Icfuites in Pa- 
7/5,1t ſufficed (as by the foreſard letter on- 

The So- ]y it appeareth ) that the opinion of Ma- 


Fat and r7:74n4 was not the opinion of the Society: 


dorine Which, as by the place there quoted , and 
as obſe- by experience through the whole world 
nun 1s euident, 15,45 much as any Order or 
asany Congregatio may be, addicted toall due 
other obedience towards Magiſtrates , Princes 
Order, and Kings; & doinſtru&t their ſchollers 
and hearers,and all that any wayes de- 

end on them,in the ſame obedience , 
{\ubietion , and reuerence towards all 

Ee _ 
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| ſortes of Superiours , and eſpecially to- 


$ 


wards their Souecaignes. Yet that, which 
either for modeſties ſake in defending 
thelelues,orels for breuity in ſuch alerter 
ſemed beſt to the to omit, as not ſo much 
needfull ar that time {they hauing all the 
reaſon on their ſide, )I thought good not 
to negle& , ſceing it maketh not a little 


| morefor the full anſwere to yours about 


Teſuites and Catholicke Do&rine , and 
this 15: 
That Mariana himfelfe, who by the Mariana 


; - not reſq= 
aduerſaries was choſen am ogſt al the Te- hs 


| ſuits,as only guilty of that great treſpaſle the opi- 


of killing of Kings,ſaith nothing but by nion toe 
manner of probleme,cxamining the que- aero” 
ſtion pro & contra, bringing the proofes gemned 
of both parts : which being done , as he bythe 
inclineth more to the one fide then to the img 
other,ſo doth he not preciſely determing 

any thing on either,as abſolutely true & 
certayne, but as ſeeming to him more 
probable, & therfor perſwadeth not any 

man to follow one or the other opinion, 


but contrariwile ſubmitteth & offereth 


him- 


TW ariana 


ſpea- 


0 
ſelfe ready to fallo other mens better 
mdgement , & to thanke them for it : his 
words being theſe, which every ma may 
read 1n theAuthor him (elf, 7 &«noſtra ſen- 
t2tiaef,ſincero animo certe profetta,in qua 
falli poſſuem vs humanus : ſt quis meliora | 
attulerit,eratias habcam. | 

And this opinion that there Marja- | 
na doth propole as indifferent, to be pro- 


keth on- ued or difproucd by other men , what o- | 


ly of 
7] yrats, 


” wherof now the queſtion is ? Nothing | 


lefſe, he handleth no ſuch queſtion : | 
thereis no ſuch dofrine in the Catho- | 
Iicke Church. Wherof then ſpeaketh he | 
In that place ? Of killing of Tyrants:for | 
the which queſtion the King of Spayre | 
to whome + i booke was dedicated, and | 
by whome it is both praiſed and priut- | 
ledged, was never offended with the Au- 

thor: nor yet Henry the T IH, late King | 
of France, as if ſuch thinges had beene | 
written againſt them, they moſt worthi- 

ly thinking themſelues farre from any 

ſuſpicion of Tyranny ; for the which 
2 BEE. "= caulg 


: 
pinion 15 1t ?Is 1t of killing of Kinces | 
| 
| 
| 


| 


j 
tauſe alſo the HE Charles the fifth, 
was neuer angry with Soo, his Confefſa- 
r1us , nor any other Kinges have beene 
oftended with other Authors, who here- 
tofore haue written an hundred times 


| more, and more reſolutely then CMaria- 
| 24,1n defence of the ſame opinion. Ney- 
| ther are they indeed to be eſteemed ey- 


ther true ſubiects , or wiſe men that find 
any fault with ſuch mens writings, as 
written againſt their Kinges,thereby e- 
ſteeming ther owne Kinges Tyrants,or 
ſuch as worthily may feare to be taken 
for ſuch, | 
Finally wheras £Mariana about this 
matter affirming the leaſt of all men , 15 Mariaud 
yet moſt of all,yea only amongſt all ac- —_— 
cuſed , and his writinges therefore con- gjne 
demned and burnt with ſuch ſeuerity & codem= 
r1gour ;1t 1s manifeſt they could not bepec for 
© | . 3. - hatred 
codemned forthe donine they did co-,, 1, 
tayne , but for the Authors ſake that Society 
wrote them : nor the Author himſelf fo 
inuriouſly vſed for his owne fake,but 
for the coate he weares, & for the badge 
of the name of Icſus, which both he = 
13 
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his booke doth'carrie. They are enemies 
of that holy name, that condemned Ma: 
riana for any ſuch Do&rine. They are 
only the enemies of Ieſuites, that ſo ca- 
lumn1iouſly dermued the crime from one 
Mariana to all Teſuites. They are ene- 
myes to Catholike Religion that accuſe 
the Catholicke Church of any ſuch do- 
&rine. 

And hereby we may eaſily come 
to find the firſt offpring of all theſe ca« 
lumnies : the firſt & only author and 
teacher of all calumniators , 1s Satan 
the head calumniator himſelfe . Who 
tnoweth not this ancient fraud & accu- 
ſtomed fetch of that comon enemy both 
of God , & all mankind , who hath no 
more potent meanes to reſiſt the honour 
of God , to oppreſſe his ſeruants , and 
hinder the progrefle of true vertue and 
religion, then to bring all good men, as 
oppoſite to him, and his endeauours,in- 
to ſuſpicion with Kings,and Emperors, 
calling them 1n queſtion for matters of 
State ? So did he vic Amanain the old Te- 
_ +90 wil cen = che apqet Feet 


"2 We3- 
Ntamient as an inſtrument to' bring into 


diſgrace with King Aſſucrns the people 
of God,diſperſed throughout hisProun- 
ces , {laundering them tor {editious and 
contrary to the lawes ot his Realme . So 
Daniel was caſt into the Lions den , be- 
cauſe he had done againſt the lawes of 
the Medes and Perſeans , forfooth he fer- 
ued and adored God almighty , whome 
they acknowledged not for God . Like- 
wile Antiochas held all for traytors , and : 
violators of his Law , whoſoeuer ynder YR 
his Dominions kept & obſerued the law viſeto 
of God . Samuel therfore had good cauſe Graw 
when he was ſent of God to annoint for A. 
King, Dauidtheſonne of Teſſe ,-to be a- gion in« 
fraid that Saul would kill him, as guilty tocrims 
of trealon againſt his Crowne, who al. * tc 
ready had the poſſeilion therof,and who 
afterward being poſlciſed with a Dinell 
{ought continually to make away Dauid, 
althougha true ſeruantof God,and him, 
only vnder pretence of ſtate. 

Andinthe new Teſtament what a- Exiples 
ther meanes had the Diuell to batter the 12 the 


Ghoſpel] , and oppugne our Sautour him yang 
BEL £5: 


ſelfe,chen by the Tewes,as his inftrumers 
to accuſe him before Poxtins Pilate , to 
call him in queſtion of itare,as fedirovs, 
and forbidding to pay tribme to Ceſar, 


and calling lumſelte King ; the which | 


O 


bare accufarion withour any proofe 1s of | 


 ſuchnature, fo potent, and foe odions 
amongſt worldly men , that be the fact 
ncuer to falfe, wherof a man 1s fo accuſed 
# {\uffceth ro difcredic and oprelie him, 
be he neuer fo innocent , as may appeare 
Our Sa- by thatexampleof Chriſt our Samour , 
_ who was the moſt innocent of all men, 
calle yea INNOCcency it ſelfe . For although P7- 
1nto 
ueſtis late ſeeing hin enlrleſle, endeauoured 
Gor mat- to deliver him: yet the malicious redou- 
terof }1;10 that accuſation, & ther with threat- 
Nate a- O 
exinſt Ning Pilate himſelfe , ſaying if thou let 
theEm- him go, thou art not a friend to Ceſar , 
nin they to __ him with the only name 
& con 
Sw of Ceſar, that ſtraight he let himſelfe be 
forthe carried away, to the oreateſt a& of 1n1u= 
fame. fticethat was conmmirned {nce the world 
bezan . Wherin the Dwell hauing had 
{o pood {luccefſe,as to hanc coo 


Ciriit , and put to death the Author of 
lifa 
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| life ( but yetſo,that 1n fine all fell ypon 
his owne head , our Sauiour therby be- 
1ng exalted in glory, and all mankind de- 
-, | livered from the Diuells tyranny ) hath 
h | fill continued by the ſame way, as moſt 
f | aſſured &effectuall ro perſecute all Gods 
s | ſeruants,and true followers of Chriſt. 
t | Andtherforethe Apoſtles following 
1 | ſtraightafrer, were forced allo againit 

ſuch calumnies opely to teach and com- 

madChriſtians to obey their Soueraigns, 
and magiſtrates, to pray for them,to ren- 
| derthemtribute to whom tribute apper- 
taineth , and honour to whome honour. 
After the Apoſtles the ancient Doctors 
of the Church werealfo forced often to 
1mploy their pennes , and ſhew that true 
Chriſtians were not enemies of Empe- 
rours, but did offer ſacrifices for their 
ſtate and proſperitie : and yet becauſe 
thoſe Emperours, as worldly and wic- 
ked men, preferred the leaſt thought of 
their owne eſtate before the greateſt rea- 
{ons that might be alleaged for the de- 
fence of innocency , al wayes ſuch ca- 
lumanics haue prevailed , as firſt againſt 
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the head himſelfe after aoainſt his 
members and follow ers. 

Gods. Although at length by the ilmighty 

ſeuere power of God , ruth hath alwayes had 

punith- {10 viRory, & the Diuell togeather with 
_ \ his inſtruments haue byn confounded , 

ſt iud As 15 notorions firſt in the old Teſtamet 

a by ' Aman , by the enemies of Dariel, by 

Soul, and Antioch 175 their deatnes: and int 

the new , by Pate who died in baniſh- 

ment , and by the whole nation of the 

Tewes who were firſt ſo miſerably de- 

Rroyei by 7itas and Yeſþa/tans armie , 8 

hane alwayes fince remayned as yaga- 

bonds vpon the face of the earth. After- 

ward what miſerable deathes haue befal. 

len all thoſe Emperours that by ſuch yn- 

ſt wayes haue perſecuted the Church 

of God,ynder colour of ſtate, it were too 

I5g here to rehearſe: 1t wall ſhortly come 

to your view fully ſer down 1n the ſecod 

art of a learned Treatiſe cocerning Po- 

icy and Religion, So that allwaies they 

haue byn mexcuſable before God & ma, 

' who haue concurred by power of Prin- 

£c5,to the opprefling of good men _ 
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the calumnious pretext of dealing in 
State matters. 

But moſt inexcuſable in this our Pereſres 
dayes, 15this calumniation obiected by =_ : 
Hererickes to the Catholicks, and Ca- ——_— 
tholicke dodrine, 1t being on the con- gayes by 
trary {ide proper to Hereticks to impugne rebelli- 
their Princes , and to Herericall doctrine 92- 
to maintaine 1t as lawtull , yea the only 


meanes wherby hereſies haue prong vp , 


& Herericks hrit entred into the world, 
haue beene cheir rebellions againſt their 
Magiſtrates, their lawfull Kings, and 
Princes . The reaſon wherof 1s manifeſt; 
Hereſe being of her owne nature a ſepa- 
ration and duuifion from the body of the 
Catholicke Reli910:!1, and tnerfore muſt 
needes begin with rebc!]1n3 againir the 
Catholicke Church, and coniequently 
againſt their Cathalicke Kings and So- 
ucraigne Princes . But the experience 
hereof 1s much more manifeſt :; tor as 
Luthers,Zuinzlins, Caliins, and all other 
hereticks beginning of innouation,cams 
by teaching all their followers, that Priz- 
ces may be reſtrayned by farce, purimncs 

2 11d 
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| mdged, & males by the people, ex= | 


communicated ,depriued ; depoſed, and | 


caſt into hell by the Miniſters, condem- 
ned and pur to death by :nferiws Ma- 
giſtrates , whenſocuer 1n their opinion , 
they become Tyrants , and oppoine to 
the Ghoſpell,as writeth the Author of the 
booke of Dangerous poſitios, 1n his fourth 
and fifth chapter, and rhe Aurhor of the 
Suruey of pretended aiſcipline . Their 
practice of the foreſ{aid doctrine hath byn 
too too well knowne through the whole 
world. 
The | For firſt in Germany, Luthers follow- 
practiſe bags: —_ 
*fPro- Crs 1ncited by ſuch dodtrine of his, rooke 
teſtantes armes and rebelled with ſuch violent 
Lit —_ headines throughout all that Countrey 
rers O' . k s 
rebellis, againſt their owne Prince , that, as S/ey- 
dana Proteſtant Author aftirmeth,at that 
only time beſides the euerhon of infinite 
numbers of fortrefſes, and Caſtles, aboue 
an hnndred and thirty thouſand p2ople 
were {laine . And afterwards the follow- 
ers of Luther denidiag themſelues into 
different ſes of Lutheraziſme , Zuinzti- 
eniſme,Caluinianiſme, Anabaptiſue, new 
Arias 


F 

* 
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Arianiſme , and the like , with ech of 
them followed cuery where new rebel- 
hons againſt their Princes: as you may 
ſee, which way ſocuer you looke, either 
rowardes the North , where you ſhall 
find freſh memory of thew rebellions 
in Saxony , Demmarke , Sueucland , Polo- 
z/4, and Trapnſiluania : or to wards the 
South in Zvitzc1land, Griſons, Saucy , 
and their Conhnes , where Zutinelins 
himſelfe in the Canto of Switzerland 
his owne countrey was the chicfe ſtir- 
er of rebellion, and was (layne hiwlclte 
inthe held . And atGezena, Calnin, Beza 
and other Miniſters ncimd the Subiecs 
againſt the Duke of Sauoy , and other 
their naturai] Princes . 

Towardcs re Eaſt the Heretikes 
toyned thei forces with the Tarke 
hinſelte , againſt the Emperonr their So- 
TIC14/ and ſo Boſcaine that famous 
Caluinian Rebell, forced the (aid Empe= 
rour to leaue him for his life tyme the 
Princedome of Tranſiluania . Towards the 
welt ,to wit in France chrough the which 
I haue trauailed ſome tune, and there 
C 4 haue 
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haue ſpent ſome yeares of my age, I haue 
ſeene 1n all places where L have beene, 
ſuch pittifull ruines of Townes , avi 
Fortreſſes , and haue heard roconned 
fch Bardarous , yea rather Beaſt-{iks 
cruelties committed 1n their rebellions, 
that the only memory therof ſufficeth 
euery where for a perperuall infamy and 
confuſion of thoſe that are there of the 
pretended reformed rel1g1on, 

In Flanders alſo , what part therof 


hath beene frec "ay the ike ruines, & - 


maſlakcres effeQuated by the that there 
rebelled againſt their natural $ oneraigne, 
of w home: as yet remayneth one part 1n 
Holland and Zeland?in Scotland what le» 
ditious rebeltons were ſtirred vp firſt a- 
gainſt the noble Queene Marie Regent 
of Scotland Grandmother to our Sone- 
yaizne that now raigneth , by thoſe ſtir- 
ring Miniſters, K nox.G codman ,DoVelaſſe 
and ethers: & afterward againſt Queene 
Marie Regnit, Mother of our S ouerain 
by the Lords of the Cogregation as they 
called themſelues, indeed Hereticall re- 
bells, with direction of their Miniſters, 


aſliſung 
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aſliſting them in perſon and” all accor- 


ding to the rules of their Ghoſpel, that is 
of Hereſy , whoſe ſubſtance and nature 
is, as before is ſayd , to be of it ſelfe a re. 
bellio againſt the Catholike Religio, & 
Catholike Kings, & Princes. And to co- 


; clude with Exzland,we haue feene thatin 


five yeares time , or therabout of the Ca- 


| tholike raigne of Queene Marie, were 


broached and ſet on foote more Rebelh- 
ons by proport10,then in fortie yeares of 
her Proteſtant Siſter Queene Elizabeth 


next followine her. 
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ligion, and fo naturall to hereſy it ſeife 


| 


” . '*, p . — 
And this 15 the cauſe why in theſeCon: 
treys wiſe men diſcourfing of this mat- Rebelli- 
.£ . _ ous do- 
ter, eſteemed 1t a moſt ridiculous thing a,ine 
that Lutheras or Caluinſts or any other proper 
Hereticks ſhould obiec to the Catholike varoPra 


Church the doctrine of rebellion, and 7 


killing of their Kings and Princes, which dened 
is athing ſo contrary to al Catholike Re- Þy a=. 
, tholickss 


as appeareth by the Caucell of Conſtance 


| Seſſ. 15. where they are condemned for 
| heretikes that doe obſtinatly hould any 


| fuch propolitions:thateuery Tyrat ought 


to 
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to be killed : and char he may be killed 
»»both lawfully and meritorouſly , by any 
»yaſſell or ſabieR of his: and that by any 
_ *deceiptfalnes, or {ubulitie; norwithſtan- 
»ding any oath or agreement madeto the 
-»contrary:&that without any (entence or 
” zudgment. Thele were the propo{nios of 
Wickliffe then codemned by that Catho- 
Iike Councel:thele are the propoſnios of 
the herericks of our time, Luther,Caluin, 
Beza,Buchanan,& others their compani- 
ons,& by the moſt iniurionlly reſtrained 
in particuler to thePrinces the lung, as 
namely to Charles the 9, King of France, 
yea tothe 9. Mother & al her whelpes, 
as they rearmed the, that 15, all her hono= 
rable Childre che fayd King Charles with 
al his brethren: hikewiſe 2. Mary of En- 
lid, & other Princes of Germany: which 
dodrine , &pradtice of the hereticks of 
our time , 15 condemned by the doctrine 
and practice of the Catholike Church at 
this time : fo that the hereticks obieting 
to Catholikes any ſuch dodtrine or pra- 
&ices,do but vie the way of prenention, 
bke naughty wome who knowing what 
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15 to be obieted to them, will firſt of all 
in ſcoulding obie@ it to others . 
And here comming to makean end 
of my Letter, I haue thought good to ad 
one thing in ſteed of newes , and in few 
wordes let you vnderſtand , what is the What 
indgement here about the Oath that you firan; 
_ he gers doe 
cal of Allegiice,the rumor wherof is now Z,g,e g 
ſpread through the whole world, & ma- fpeake 
ny books are abroad about that ſubiec:; of the 
| : oath of 
the wiſeſt ſort of men heere , leauing a ,11..;zc 
fide their iudgements about the queſti- and the 
ons themlelues ſet downe in that oath, p op0» 
. . ing 
to Wit about the Kinges lawfull right CSE: 
title to the Crowne, & of other forraine | 


Princes authoririe , as they ſay : leauing 


| Iay the diſcufling of them alide, they 


doe much difproue the only propoſing 
therof to ſubizRs,ro be by them confir- 
med by oath. For ſay they, a King alrea- 
dy 1n peaceable poſſeflio of his Crown, 
ſhould no more propoſe to his ſubie&s 
the diſcuflion of his rights and titles , for 
that no mi of any conſciece can {weare 


_ any ſuch thing whithout perfe&t exami- 


gation , triall, and knowledge therof , 
— by 


4.4 

by the which he may be ſure in Conſci- 
ence of {wearing truly , and ſo the ſub- 
z3es are forced to enter into diuers con 
fiderations of many circaſtances which 
were more couenient for the to belieue, | 
thetoexamin, being ſuch ofterimes that | 
learned Lawiers coming to diſcuſle the, | 
areſ{o doubtful,that neither they, nor the | 
Princes theſelus wilbe ſo bould ro ſweare 
them;being content toremaine 1n Law- 
full poſſcflion againſt any pretender that 
ſhall oppoſe himſelfe. Yea it by any tuch { 
occaſion of queſt16 made abourany ſuch | 
right, or title, warre ſhould chance to 
be waged, the ſubieRts are to belicue their 
Princes and Countreis caule to be mit, & 
may without any preiudice of cheir fal- 
uation, yea are bound to ſhed their bloud 
in {uch a cauſe : yet are not they bound , 
nar the Priace himſelfe, to take an oath , 
that his cauſe 1s 1uſt; and therfore 1t were 
great imprudency for a Prince in ſuch a 
cauſc, to tender ſuch an oath to his ſoul- 
diers : for ſo-he ſhould find his compa- 
nies much diminiſhed, and therof would 
follow that euident abſurditie , ny 
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the ſouldiers of ech le ſhould {wears 
their owne Kinges caule to be 1uſt , all 
the ſouldiers of one fide muſt needes be 
forſworne , it being as Deuines do hold, 
impoſlible,that any warres ſhouldbe 1uſt 
on both tides , no more then 1n law that 
ech part ſhould haue truth and 1wſtice 
on his fide , becauſe: that ſuch queſtions 


| thateyther by warre, or by Law areto 


be decided , doe alwayes conſiſt in & 
contradiction , by affirming, and deny- 
ing one and the ſame thing:and by fucts 
oathes , as the one fide muſt alwayes 
needes bee for{worne , ſo the other muſt 
needes do 1ll in ſwearing raſhly fuck 
doubtfull things . 
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|:  Muchleſſeisitthought conuentent The git: 
| topropoſeto ſubiets the examining of cuffing 

| thepower & right of any forraineKing, % the . 
'or of the Authoritie of the Pope himfelte po 
abone Kings and Princes , not only for rity nos 
'the ſame reaſons , -but alſo becauſe ther- <2ut 
by many learned men which before —_ 

| were quiet , and without any queſtion 
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yealded obedience to the prince, arenot. 
enly forced openly to refule ſuch an 
Ip | | A Oath 


4.6 
Oath pertaining to faith,abont the Au+« 
thority of Churſt his Vicar vpon earth , 
but alſo openly to profeſle the contrary, 
both by word and writing . 


And ſuch (ort of Oathes that are ta- 


ſwearing ken by force , with doubr of mind , and 


then pro 


{cruple of conſcience , doe rather hurt 
then good,ecuen to that end to the which 


fable, they are giuen. For whenſocuer any oc- 


caſio ſhould happe of ſhewing their loue 
and affection towards their Prince, they 
would allwayes be found moſt back- 
ward that haue beene (o iniuriouſly for- 
ced to take fuch Oaths againſt their wil, 
and peraduenture would dzfpenſc with 
themſclues for the performance of them, 
as vniuſtly 'exacted , and raſhly made : 
and they would alwaies be found moſt 
faichfully in keeping all loyalty rowards 
their Prince, who do offer themſelues 
moſt ready to {weare the fame, and do 


-"  plainely refuſe troſweareany more. For 


as this , they do refuſe for their duty to- 
wards God: ſo that, they will performe 
for their duty towardes their King, and 
4owards Go4 that gaue them him : 2s 
01/316 


ommis potefas a Deo eſt : and this is accor- 


ding to our Sautours preſcript , Redgere Matt.22g 


que ſunt Ceſaris Caſari , & que ſunt Des 
Deo. 

This only all wiſe menin theſe parts 
do agree vypon , wherinI affure my ſelfe 
no man with you of any wildome , will 
any way contradict , that enery ſubze& 
is bound 1n Conſcience to obay his law- 
full Prince, and that alſo to promiſe by 
Oath when it ſhalbe exacted. And ſuch 
an Oath although in other Realmes 
through the whole world 1s not wont to 
be exacted of all ſubies, but only of the 
Magiſtrares and Gouernours of others ; 
yet ſuch occaſion may fall out, that it 
may ſtand with prudence to tender it to 
every one 1n particuler : and ſuch an 
Oath of obedience towardes his Prince 
and Soueraigne , no good Catholicke 
will refuſe , nor Catholicke Do&rine 


doth dilallow . 
Yours ener T. A. 


